(Question: "What do you think of the State College of Agriculture?") The State College of Agriculture is one of the best things that has ever been supported by the farmers. Every farmer ought to take advantage of it. I think it is a grand thing for the commnnity. I have never come into contact with the institution, but I know men who have attended it. The State College of Iowa engaged a man whose specialty was com. Professor Holden. The railroad put a car at his disposal and he travelled around, demonstrating the modem method of testing seed com, and giving lectures on seed selection. He increased the yield of the state by 10 per cent.
THE FORT DODGE CLAIM CLUB, 1855-1856 RECOLLECTIONS OE CHARLES B. RICHARDS

Edited with an Introduction
By Robert B. Swierenga
Tile claim clnb or squatter's association has long been Exhibit A for those who believe that American democracy germinated on the frontier. Pioneer settlers in the Middle West supposedly banded together in these extra-legal vigilante groups to protect the homcsites they had staked out on the frontier from claim jumping by unscrupulous speculators. This was a classic example of voluntary action and cooperation in the absence of legal remedies. Squatters victimized by illadvised land laws simply modified the system to suit frontier conditions. Benjamin F. Shambaugh, professor of history in the State University of Iowa at the tum of the centxny, popularized Iowa claim clubs as a democratic symbol by publishing the constitution and reords of the Johnson County Claim Association and the by-laws of the Ft. Dodge Club.
Shambaugh estimated that over 100 such clubs operated in territorial Iowa and served as the nucleus of local political institutions.'
The traditional idyllic picture of pioneer claim clubs survived virtually intact until 1958 when Allan G. Bogue, also professor of history in tlie University of Iowa at the time, retraced Shambaugh's footsteps and separated substance from symbol.B ogue could substantitate the existence of only 26 claim clubs in frontier Iowa. More important, these clubs served as vehicles for land speculation rather than a safeguard for squatters. Prof. Bogue discovered this startling fact by checking county land records on a man-by-man basis against tlie transactions recorded in the three surviving club registers -those of Ft. Dodge, Johnson Gounty, and Poweshiek County. The tedious research showed that members claimed more land than the (|uarter section ( 160 acres ) allowed by federal law, bought and sold claims with reckless abandon, and seldom "proved up" their entries when the government land office opened. On occasion the members mobilized on behalf of club speculators to prevent farmers from filing on vacant land. In short. Bogue concluded that claim speculators often used the clubs to extort tribute from late-comers to the community rather than prevent jumping of legitimate claims.T he following reminiscence of Charles B. Richards concerning the activities of the Ft. Dodge Club-recently uncovered among the holdings of the Iowa State Department of History and Archives-confirms tlie findings of Prof. Bogue. 'Benjamin F. Shambaugh (ed.) work of a decade ago, the Richards' account did not square with the knowTi facts; now it substantiates them. The timely recovery of this manuscript, filed away and forgotten for over a half century, demonstrates anew the extent to which contemporary interests and viewpoints govern decisions of professional historians. Aldrich's dilemma is finally resolved, and after 70 years Charles B. Richards" letter has reached its intended audience through the Annals of Iowa. The letter is reprinted in its original spelling and capitalization; punctuation has been altered to assist the reader. Lizards hoping if they done this and joined the Claim Club they Would be able to hold 320 acres filing their premption on 160 acres, and depending on the Clnb to keep others from the rest of the Claim.
But a large Majority of the Claimants Were Speculators and Young Men Wlio M''ere acting as Land Agents never Expecting to hve on the land but hoping to frighten otiiers tlirough fear of Violence from interfering With their Claims untiil the lands Were brought into Market and Üiey Could obtain title by purchase.
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